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ne of the most important books that has changed my world vision and understanding of economics was a collection of essays edited by Mark Spangler from the magazine „The Freeman”
and titled “Clichés of Politics”(about fallacious slogans and common delusions in economy and
politics). A perusal of dozens of texts explaining the basics of the free market economy, and denouncing some myths persisting in the world of economics, opened to me an entirely new intellectual ﬁeld, and
changed my perspective of the surrounding reality. I was then probably 18 or 19, and like any young man of
this age – curious of the world, looking for answers to the question about what is true and what is false. Soon,
I reached out for other books mentioned in that collection: Economics in One Lesson by Hazlitt, and some
writings by Bastiat. And so I became a free man in the enslaved world around me, to paraphrase the words of
Harry Browne.
Had I not reached for the right readings then, my starting adventure with the free market and freedom in
general would not have occurred, and my views today might not be too far from the „national average.” We
know that, in general, over the years it becomes more diﬃcult for anybody to change their own views and of
their mindset, especially as the inﬂuence of general prevailing opinions becomes stronger.
In fact, I owe my ﬁrst encounter with the free market literature to Jan M. Małek, who had ﬁnanced the Polish
translation and publication of a series of books and essays in Poland, including said “Clichés of Politics”.
Thus, my personal experience with encountering and exploring a free market literature is rather typical. Yet
the conclusion that follows conﬁrms that the true economic education should begin as early as possible, so
that the number of youth who understand the basics of open economies may become dominant among their
peers. These young people committed to freedom would gradually constitute the intellectual, scientiﬁc and
economic elite in future Poland. This is a long-term objective of PAFERE Polska, which I have the pleasure to
manage for the last year and a half.
The ﬁrst period of activity abounded in some interesting events, which we present in our folder. Poland was
visited by several eminent guests, who met with young people to convince them to the need and beneﬁts of
economic freedom. Throughout this time, on an ongoing basis, we have been expanding our website www.
pafere.org, which slowly becomes a mine of educational materials for students. The site already records 10,000
hits per month and counting. Owing to the Foundation, within less than two years more than a dozen books
on the subjects related to the free market appeared in Polish translations. These are just some of the facts.
In October 2008 we received a very pleasant message from the United States – our program Magister PAFERE
has won jury’s recognition and we were the proud winners of Sir John Templeton’s Freedom Prize for new institutes, for the promotion of ethics and values based on the philosophy of freedom. This is a great distinction
that we accept with great joy, although the Prize for us is only an additional incentive to continue with existing
activities. We hope that the up to date achievements of our Foundation are only a beginning and that we will
expand in those activities to attain even better eﬀects on a larger scale.
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Paweł Toboła-Pertkiewicz
Vice-President of PAFERE Poland

About thee Foundatt
About the Foundation

Polish-American Foundation for Economic Research and Education (PAFERE) is a non-proﬁt
educational and research, non-governmental organization that depends on the generosity of its donors
– individuals, foundations and corporations alike,
who share its commitment in advancing liberty
and prosperity. The Foundation does not accept
government funding of any kind. PAFERE Polska
was founded in April 2007 by Jan M. Małek from
California.

Main
Objectives
f
Main Objectives
of the Foundation: of
• to propagate basic economic knowledge, and
the understanding of relationships between ethics
and economy;
• to promote research on free market economics;
• to expose economic myths and fallacies;
• to promote liberty and responsibility.

The Foundation Pu
u
The Foundation Pursues its Objectives by:

• sponsoring the publication of books, articles, essays and other literary forms on various aspects
of human freedom;
• conducting research on current economic issues or problems, and presenting proposed solutions
of the latter;
• organizing lectures, conferences, seminars and public debates;
• sponsoring and conducting surveys and contests (Magister PAFERE Contest);
• interacting with other foundations, institutions and other organizations with goals similar to
those of PAFERE. Among those organizations are, as of now: the Acton Institute for the Study of
Religion and Liberty, ATLAS Foundation for Economic Research, CATO Institute, Foundation
for Economic Education, Language for Liberty Institute, Fr. Piotr Skarga assotiation,
the Catholic weekly „Gość Niedzielny”, KoLiber assotiation, PKPP Lewiatan,
student fraternities and scientific centers at universities, clerical seminaries;
• cooperating with local authorities in achieving the objectives of the Foundation;
• maintaining and sponsoring websites:
www.pafere.org and www.kapitalizm.republika.pl.

3

PAFERE’s Guests
The Foundation organizes lectures and public meetings with outstanding
economists and other interesting personalities. Our past guests from Poland included: prof. Michał Wojciechowski, of the University of Warmia
and Mazury, Fr. prof. Franciszek Longchamps Jakub de Bérier from the
University of Warsaw, dr. Robert Gwiazdowski from Adam Smith Centre
in Warsaw, dr. Eryk Łon from the Academy of Economics in Poznań and
a liquid fuel expert, Mr. Andrzej Szczęśniak.
From other countries: in 2005 came to Poland Fr. Robert A. Sirico from the Acton Institute. His arrival was
connected with the promotion of a book Religia, wolność, przedsiębiorczość (Religion, Freedom, Entrepreneurship),
composed of a collection of his essays translated into Polish. He was granted radio and television time, and he
granted a series of interviews to Polish press. In March 2006, PAFERE hosted in Poland dr. Mart Laar , a former
Estonian Prime Minister who later became the winner of the prestigious Milton Friedman Prize for the promotion of freedom around the world, as well as the winner of an annual Prize awarded him by the Acton Institute.
Simultaneously with dr. Laar’s visit, his book Estoński cud (Estonian Miracle) was published in Polish. In October
2006, jointly with Piotr Skarga Association, has visited Krakow and Warsaw PhD. Michael Miller, director of the
Lord Acton Institute.
In October 2007 was in Poland Dr. Alejandro A. Chafuen from ATLAS Foundation. He gave a series of lectures
at several Polish universities and priestly seminaries speaking on the Christian roots of private property. In the
Warsaw School of Economics Dr. Chafuen gave a lecture „Quo vadis South America?” about the political and
economic situation on the continent. You can listen to those lectures on the Foundation’s website.
In October 2007 Foundation PAFERE again with Piotr Skarga Association organized a visit of Brazilian entrepreneur and Catholic activist, Dr. Adolpho Lindenberg. His arrival was connected with the promotion of his excellent
book recently translated into Polish dealing with free market in a Christian society. You can hear this lecture on
our website.
In December 2007 at the invitation of PAFERE came to Poland our expert from the Mises Institute, Professor
Thomas E. Woods. His visit (a total of 8 cities) have gathered a near thousandth of the audience. Also his book,
entitled In the defence of the common sense has been published on this occasion with participation of PAFERE.
In April 2008 we hosted in
Warsaw a Cato Institute tax
expert, Dr. Daniel J. Mitchell. On the occasion of his
arrival and lectures, promoting tax competition and a
ﬂat tax, our Foundation has
released his book Flat tax global revolution.
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Thanks to the commitment and support of PAFERE, numerous books were published in Poland
on the subject of economics, politics and sociology, promoting economic freedom and explaining
the economic consequences and harm of socialist mentality, resulting from faith in the state as
regulator of economic life. Two items: Ethics and Economic Development and Theft and Economic
Development are the records of speeches at international conferences organized by PAFERE.

We
Publish
Books
We Publish
Books
Our
Our bulletin
bulletin
The current activities of the Foundation are
reported in the quarterly bulletin „IDEE”
(„IDEAS”). One ﬁnds there educational
materials, interviews with outstanding economic
intellectuals and liberty champions, as well as
reviews of interesting books. All editions of that
bulletin are available on PAFERE’s website and
they can be downloaded in the PDF version.

“MAGISTER PAFERE”
CONTEST
The Foundation organizes contests aimed at students who are graduating, for the best Master
thesis in the ﬁeld of free market economics. Awarded are works which contribute to the
public understanding of the free-market factors, mechanisms and implications, and of
the relationship between ethics and economy. The ﬁrst Edition was settled in April 2008.
The main prize in the contest is the publication, at PAFERE’s
expense, of the winner’s Master thesis in a form of book,
and prize money of 2,500 zlotys for the author. The winners
receive a set of books on the subject of free market, that
have been published in Poland with ﬁnancial support of
PAFERE. The jury includes representatives of the world
of science and journalists who deal with economic issues.

We aim to make people aware that the socialistic
mentality is an obstacle to economic progress
An interview with Jan M. Małek, the founder of the Polish-American Foundation for Economic Research and Education (PAFERE)
• Why have you decided to set up the Foundation? How did it begin, where did you get the idea?
• During the middle of the ‘80s of the XX century, in Central and Eastern Europe, the socialist
system was in decline. Many Polish pro-independence activists living in the Free World, on
the west side of the “Iron Curtain”, were posing the question: what comes next? What will be
the best economic system for Poland after she regains her freedom? Personally, I was convinced
that after 45 years of experience with different varieties of socialism, whether in its national or international version, the Poles
were particularly alert to any kind of socialist designs. I still had a nagging question: how the Poles, after so many years of
enslavement, can know what the essence of capitalism is, and how would they know what principles govern the free-market
economy? So I concluded that the most important task for better educated Poles living in the West, which means operating
in a free economy system, is to embark upon activities demonstrating to the less fortunate fellow countrymen what a free
market and real capitalism are. Communist propaganda left behind a pack of lies in regard to capitalism. Evidently, the
nations with free economies were increasing their riches significantly faster than those with a centrally planned economy.
I entered the arena of economic education, both in Poland and among Polish Americans, seventeen years ago. I began
translating and sponsoring translations from English into Polish, thus making available to the Polish readers a popularscientific literature in the field of the free-market economy. This literature was describing the economic mechanisms of
the formation of national prosperity. In this way, the Polish book market was enriched with more than a dozen books and
many minor publications. In 2000, to facilitate the continuation of those activities, the Polish-American Foundation for
Economic Research and Education (PAFERE) was established in the United States. In that regard, we owe a great deal of
thanks to the Atlas Economic Research Foundation for their selfless assistance and advice in the process to officially register
our foundation.
PAFERE achievements in Poland after 2000 include, but are not limited to, the subsequent publication of several books, the
ever growing Internet website (www.pafere.org), two international conferences, and above all, the stimulation of interest in
economic education among a number of ambitious, and talented young people who want to promote it for the good of their
country. This led to the establishment of a separate foundation PAFERE Polska in 2007.
• With whom does the Foundation cooperate, and with whom do you intend to cooperate? What milieus would be the
most-welcome to work with the Foundation? Incidentally, does this Foundation represent any particular economical
thought or philosophy that would make it more distinguishable?
• The Foundation intends to cooperate and work with anyone, who wishes a rapid development and strengthening of the
country, and who will actively spread the knowledge of the principles of the open market economy. We are especially open to
students and religious circles wishing to combat the still prevailing socialist mentality, which by its very nature is contrary to
the spirit of Christianity and leads to socially pernicious consequences. In particular, we make efforts to reach the clergy with
our idea and message that “the most important economic imperative is the injunction ‘Thou shalt not steal’ in its broadest
sense. Compliance with it by both the authorities and citizens is an essential condition for optimal economic development and
prosperity. Especially damaging the economic progress are institutional violations of that imperative, which are perpetrated
or caused by state economic interventionism, protectionism, any socialistic systems, or the so called public welfare – in reality

6

amounting to stealing by people from each other”. This message represents our economic thought that implies a certain
philosophy. For believers, the Decalogue comes from God. Therefore, just by prohibiting attempts against human life by the
commandment „Thou shalt not kill”, God sanctifies human life. By banning theft in the commandment „Thou shalt not
steal!”, He sanctifies human property. However, this latter commandment is generally, to put it mildly, underestimated by the
faithful. Yet the consequences of its violations are rarely discussed by clergy. Most Christians also fail to see the contradiction
between their faith and socialism, which is, after all, based on a rejection of human rights to private property. Our message,
therefore, is detrimental to the essence and objective of socialism, since that essence, following Karl Marx, is the „liquidation
of private property”, and that, in practice, means the robbery and theft. Socialism, for the realization of that objective,
has committed unprecedented atrocities which have cost the lives of about one hundred fifty million people. Anyone,
who believes that the education in line with the meaning of our message makes sense and benefits the public, is welcome.
• A year and a half went by from the day PAFERE Polska Foundation was registered in Poland. How do you assess that
period of PAFERE activity?
• The functioning of the Foundation, similarly as in the case of other organizations, must meet numerous bureaucratic
conditions. Complying with those conditions had extended the process of registration significantly.
The first 18 months of activities raise my optimism: we invited, as guests, to Poland, several eminent figures: Prof. Thomas
E. Woods, within his 4-day stay in Poland, met with nearly a thousand young people, granted several interviews, and gave
two lectures for the clergy. As other successful visits we have to count the one made by dr. Alejandro A. Chafuen from Atlas
Economic Research Foundation, who, in addition to his public speeches and lectures, granted interviews to large circulation
newspapers. The lecturing tournee in Poland by dr. Daniel Mitchell from CATO Institute was also a major success. Dr.
Adolpho Lindenberg delivered also very interesting lectures while his visit was organized and sponsored jointly with the Fr.
Piotr Skarga Christian Culture Association.
The first Magister PAFERE Contest for the best masters thesis in the field of market economics has yielded more than
thirty entries, which can be considered a satisfactory result. In the opinion of the jury members, most of the competing
thesis represented an unexpectedly high academic standard, which makes us happy and preparing for the next such contest.
Let me also mention that some aspects of PAFERE’s activities are less visible to the public: support the translation and/or
publication of a series of books, and distribute them for free to various university libraries. It is also worth mentioning that,
thanks to financial aid from PAFERE, a pro-capitalist website (www.kapitalizm.republika.pl) regularly publishes essays and
other articles and commentaries that discuss current economic issues.
• What are the Foundation’s plans for the year to come?
• The Foundation is constantly evolving, which was concluded, from the amount of traffic on the www.pafere.org website.
We carry out several projects at the same time, the most important being the second edition of Magister PAFERE contest.
In addition, PAFERE is preparing a two-day international conference on the great thinker, Frédéric Bastiat, to be held in
September 2009. The French statesman is not sufficiently popular in Poland. It is a great pity because the simplicity and
clarity of his argumentation on the basic economics issues is such that his works should constitute a mandatory reading for
almost every young Pole.
• How do you see the future of the Foundation and its place in the Polish public sphere?
• The Foundation, through the team spirit of its members, who are vigorous, committed, and sensitive to the future of their
country and even the whole western civilization, meets all the criteria to develop successfully and be a benefit to the public.
On the other hand however, without a financial support from the public, the Foundation can not grow, and may become a
failure. Therefore donations are most welcome and greatly appreciated.
• Thank you for the conversation.

The interview was conducted by Konrad Rajca
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of PAFERE of PAFERE
Jan M. Małek

The head of the Foundation is its founder and president Jan (John) M. Małek –
a Polish American residing in California since 1967. Chemical engineer by
education, graduated from Politechnika Warszawska (Warsaw Technical University)
with a Master’s degree; an entrepreneur, investor, and economist by vocation. For
many years actively participated in the Polish American Community public life.
Had initiated, co-organized and ﬁnanced two international conferences devoted
to the free market economics, the translation into Polish and/or the publication
in Poland of over 20 pro free market books, and hundreds of essays, etc. Author
of a number of articles pertaining to economic matters Member of the prestigious
Mont Pelerin Society.

Paweł Sztberek
Born in 1967. A graduate of the Department of Economics and Sociology at the
Łódź University. In 1987, when Poland was still under the communist regime, he
was one of the reactivators of the Independent Association of Students (NZS) at
that University. He was a member of the NZS National Commission for the years
1988-1989. In the years 1994-1998, he was chief editor and publisher of a local
monthly newspaper „Czas Piotrkowski” He published many hundred articles in various national weekly magazines, including „Najwyższy Czas!”, „Gazeta Polska” and
„Głos”. In 2001, he founded the popular pro-free market website www.kapitalizm.
republika.pl. He is also the editor of the PAFERE Polska’s website www.pafere.org
E-mail: p.sztaberek@pafere.org

Krzysztof Zawitkowski
Mechanical engineer, MSc, a graduate of Politechnika Warszawska (Warsaw
Technical University). American entrepreneur, inventor and investor, resident of
California, former vice-president of the Polish Canadian Congress, one of the
founders of the World Polonia Council, and its ﬁrst vice-president. Member of the
Supervisory Committee of the Foundation.
E-mail: kmz@pafere.org

Paweł Toboła-Pertkiewicz
Born in 1981 in Warsaw, a graduate of the Faculty of Journalism and Political
Sciences at the University of Warsaw, journalist and columnist, author of
more than 300 newspaper articles in such newspapers and other periodicals
as „Rzeczpospolita”, „Gość Niedzielny”, „Najwyższy Czas!”, „Gazeta Polska”,
„Stosunki Międzynarodowe”, „Opcja na Prawo”, „Polonia Christiana”, cooriginator and co-editor of the ﬁrst book in post-communist Poland, introducing
to the Polish public Ronald Reagan’s political thought, as expressed in the written
records of his speeches, and titled Moja wizja Ameryki (My Vision for America). Mr
Tobola was also a co-organizer of several international conferences and academic
lectures. Since December 2007 has been a businessman and owner of the Prohibita
publishing house and internet bookstore www.multibook.pl. He is PAFERE VicePresident of the Board, in charge of managing the Foundation’s current projects,
and maintaining international contacts.

Program
Program
Council
Council

re.org
E-mail: p.tobola@pafere.org

Konrad Rajca
Born in 1983. A graduate of Institute of International Relations at the Faculty
of Journalism and Political Sciences at the University of Warsaw. He worked as
reporter for the Polish Press Agency. Then – as head of the „Books” Dept., and later
– as the secretary of the chief editor of the prestigious „International Relations”
monthly. He published articles in the „Rzeczpospolita” daily and „Najwyzszy Czas!”
weekly newspapers. In the Foundation he acts as advisor on contacts with the media
and as coordinator of the Magister Pafere competitions for best master thesis related
to free market economics. Areas of his particular interest are international relations
and in particular matters related to the European Union and Asian issues. He coauthored a book titled Oblicza Chin na początku XXI wieku (Faces of China at the
Beginning of the XXI Century).
E-mail: k.rajca@pafere.org

Piotr Toboła-Pertkiewicz
Born in 1978, studied law at the University of Warsaw. He organizes international
cultural events, promotions and festivals. Author of dozens of graphical art works,
including the ones for the annual anthologies of Warsaw Autumn of Poetry and
the Prohibita publishing house books. Translator into Polish of books from
several languages – especially books dealing with the contemporary political or
religious thought (by authors such as Ron Paul, Roberto de Mattei, Thomas E.
Woods). In the PAFERE he acts as the Secretary for the Executive Board.
E-mail: sekretarz@pafere.org

Program Councill of the Foundation, which consists of experts from areas that are of interest to PAFERE,
assist and advise the Executive Board. In the Council sit Polish and foreign representatives from the
world of science, representing the free views on the economy. They include among others: Fr. Robert
Sirco (Acton Institiute), Dr. Alejandro A. Chafuen (Atlas Foundation), Professor Michał Wojciechowski
(University of Warmia and Mazury) and economists: Professor Witold Kwaśnicki (Wrocław University)
and Dr. Eryk Łon (Academy of Economics in Poznań).

VISIT

OUR

WEBSITE
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If you share our vision of liberty and prosperity, and wish to help the Foundation in reaching the goals
speciﬁed in this brochure, please send your donation to the address:
Domestic account:
Volkswagen Bank Direct
33 2130 0004 2001 0409 4215 0001

From abroad:
SWIFT: ING BP LPW
PL 33 2130 0004 2001 0409 4215 0001

CONTACT US:
Polsko-Amerykańska Fundacja Edukacji i Rozwoju Ekonomicznego
Wojciecha Korfantego 9A, 01-496 Warszawa, Poland
Tel: + 48 022 215 72 22, +48 022 215 72 23 and +48 022 215 72 24; Fax: +48 022 435 60 01
www.pafere.org; pafere@pafere.org

